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The economic 
fast lane 

Central Bank chief 
Philip Lane is in the 
raceforanECBpo 


A London bistro 
encounter 

She looked like 
trouble as soon 
as she barged in 
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Trump ‘to 
focus on 
safety of 
schools’ 


Business 

This Week 


Bord na Mona: Up to 85 

workers at a briquette 
plant face compulsory 
redundancy in the first 
such deal between 
unions and a State 
company for 30 years 

Housing: Receivers 
want to build more than 
140 dwellings in Kilter- 
nan under new rules to 
speed up development 


Leading man Byrne wins lifetime achievement award at Iftas 

■ Gabriel Byrne at the Irish Film and Television Awards ceremony last night, where he was presented with a lifetime achievement award. Michael Inside won Best 
Film, John Connors was named Best Actor and Saoirse Ronan Best Actress, photograph: nick bradshaw 


SUZANNE LYNCH 

in Washington 

US president Donald Trump 
pledged to consider new 
measures to improve school 
safety in the wake of Wednes¬ 
day’s mass shooting in Flori¬ 
da, but stopped short of men¬ 
tioning gun control as Ameri¬ 
ca reeled from its third major 
mass shooting in less than 
five months. 

Addressing the nation in a 
televised broadcast, Mr 
Trump said he would work 
with state and local leaders to 
address mental health issues, 
as it emerged that concerns 
about the suspect had been 
flagged to the FBI last year. 

Nikolas Cruz (19) was 
charged with 17 counts of pre¬ 
meditated murder at a Flori¬ 
da court house yesterday, af¬ 
ter a mass shooting at Marjo¬ 
ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland. 

Death penalty 

The suspect, in an orange 
jumpsuit and shackled at the 
waist, hands and ankles, may 
face the death penalty for the 
crime. His attorney told the 
court her client was on sui¬ 
cide watch and was a “deeply 
troubled child” who had en¬ 
dured significant trauma in 
his life, including the death of 
his adoptive mother last No¬ 
vember. The rifle used in the 
attack was purchased legally. 

A white supremacist 
group claimed that the sus¬ 
pect had been a member and 
had participated in paramili¬ 
tary drills. 

FLORIDA SHOOTING 

Reports and analysis: 
page 9 

Editorial comment: 
page 19 


Irish man bags Ice Age ‘woolly r hi no’ 
horn figure worth €30,000 for €60 


2018 Kia Sportage Platinum (sunroof) 


World 

News 


Sports 

Friday 

Golf: Graeme McDowell 
is two off the lead after 
shooting a two under 
par first round at the 
Genesis Open at Riviera 
Country Club in Los 
Angeles: page 21 

Rugby: Joe Schmidt had 
‘a very bad feeling’ as 
Robbie Henshaw was 
about to touch down 
against Italy: page 20 
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Parties clash as governments play for time 


MICHAELPARSONS 

An Irish man visiting Morocco 
who bought a figurine for €60 
has discovered that his holiday 
souvenir is a 25,000-year-old 
piece of rhino horn worth tens 
of thousands of euro. 

The carpenter, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, visited 
Chefchaouen in the Rif Moun¬ 
tains of northwest Morocco in 
2006, and bought the 6-inch 
high, carved figurine in an an¬ 
tiques shop. The man liked the 
figurine because it looked Chi¬ 
nese. He told The Irish Times 
that the item was priced at 800 
[Moroccan] dirhams but he got 
it for 600 - about €60. 


■ George Mealy holds the 
woolly rhino figurine 

He believed the figurine was 
wood painted with lacquer and 
represented the Chinese Em¬ 
peror Yongle. He had a hunch 
that it might date from the 15th 
century and said that his con¬ 
stant speculation had his “wife 
driven mad”. 


The couple paid a lab in Eng¬ 
land £550 (€619) for a radiocar¬ 
bon dating test to assess the age 
and composition of materials. 
The results showed that it was 
carved from the horn of a “wool¬ 
ly rhino”- an extinct species 
that flourished in the Ice Age - 
and was 25,000 years old. 

The existence of the “woolly 
rhino” is known from cave 
paintings and the occasional dis¬ 
covery of mummified remains 
in Siberia and Tibet. 

The man took the figurine to 
Mealy’s Auctioneers who esti¬ 
mated its value at up to 
€30,000. He has decided to sell 
it at auction and it will go under 
the hammer on March 6th. 


South Africa: ANC 

leader Cyril Ramaphosa 
has been sworn in as 
president after Jacob 
Zuma’s resignation 
from the position on 
Wednesday: page 11 


PAT LEAHY, GERRY MORIARTY 
and DENIS STAUNTON 

Sinn Fein and the DUP clashed 
sharply yesterday over the col¬ 
lapsed Northern talks as both 
the Irish and British govern¬ 
ments played for time regard¬ 
ing the next steps for the Stor¬ 
mont institutions. 

Sinn Fein insisted that a 
draft agreement covering an 
Irish language Act and 
same-sex marriage was 
reached last Friday, a claim 
which the DUP leader Arlene 
Foster strongly denied. 

In Dublin, senior sources 
said that a cooling-off period 
was advisable and it is thought 
that no imminent attempt to re¬ 
start the talks is likely. 

Tanaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Simon Coveney 
spoke to Northern Secretary Ka¬ 


ren Bradley twice yesterday 
and also spoke with Sinn Fein 
leader Mary Lou McDonald. 

British prime minister There¬ 
sa May spoke to the leaders of 
Sinn Fein and the DUP yester¬ 
day evening, telling them she 
was disappointed that they had 
failed to reach an agreement. A 
Downing Street spokeswoman 
said the prime minister re¬ 
mained committed to restoring 
the North’s devolved institu¬ 
tions and that she believed a 
deal was still possible. 

Return form recess 

The spokeswoman suggested 
that the British government 
was preparing to legislate for a 
Northern Ireland budget when 
the House of Commons returns 
from recess next week. “The 
UK government has a responsi¬ 
bility to consider what needed 


to be done to protect the inter¬ 
ests of Northern Ireland in the 
ongoing absence of an Execu¬ 
tive,” the spokeswoman said. 

In Dublin, Mr Coveney restat¬ 
ed the Government’s opposi¬ 
tion to direct rule. He also criti¬ 
cised Fianna Fail leader 
Micheal Martin for his com¬ 
ments on the crisis, a departure 
from the usual practice where 
the main parties have sought to 
avoid making the North a point 
of political contention. 

Ms McDonald said that by 
the end of last week the DUP 
and Sinn Fein had agreed a 
draft agreement to restore Stor¬ 
mont that included three Acts 
dealing with the Irish language, 
Ulster Scots and cultural diver¬ 
sity. 

Ms McDonald said there was 
no agreement on same-sex mar¬ 
riage but it would be addressed 


through a Private Member’s 
Bill in the Assembly with the ac¬ 
knowledgment that no party 
alone could block the Bill 
through the vetoing “petition of 
concern” mechanism. 

She said legacy issues would 
be addressed through the pro¬ 
posals of the 2014 Stormont 
House Agreement and that 
funding would be provided for 
Troubles-related inquests. 

But Ms Foster said no draft 
agreement was in place and 
that Sinn Fein “certainly didn’t 
have an offer of an Irish lan¬ 
guage Act”. 


The Irish Times understands 
that the Irish Government 
largely shares Sinn Fein’s view 
of what happened at the talks 
and senior sources were pessi¬ 
mistic about achieving agree¬ 
ment, citing Ms Foster’s weak¬ 
ness in her own party and the 
DUP confidence-and-supply 
agreement with Mrs May’s gov¬ 
ernment in London. 
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McDonald reveals details 
of draft deal 
Unionism fails to keep 
pace with changes 
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Metro will 
expand into 
Dublin’s 
southern 
suburbs 

Cabinet to sign off today on €116 billion 
infrastructure plan spread over 10 years 

Plans includes Coombe, Rotunda and 
Limerick maternity hospitals moving 


FIACH KELLY, 

PATLEAHY 
and MARTIN WALL 

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has 
suggested the Metro North 
project is likely to be extended 
beyond Dublin’s northside. 

The Irish Times under¬ 
stands the metro, a centre¬ 
piece of the plan the Govern¬ 
ment is announcing today to 
shape Ireland’s development 
over the next 20 years, will 
stretch deep into the southern 
suburbs, linking with Dart and 
Luas lines. 

“It’s fair to say that from to¬ 
morrow we won’t call it Metro 
North any more - just Dublin 
metro,” he says. 

The Cabinet will today for¬ 
mally sign off on the strategy 
to map Ireland’s development 
to 2040, and an accompany¬ 
ing 10-year €116 billion capital 
plan to fund infrastructure. 

Both documents will be 
themed as “Project Ireland 
2040”, which will outline sig¬ 
nificant spending in trans¬ 
port, health, education and 
measures to tackle climate 
change, as well as outlining 
where future population 
growth should be. 

Speaking last night at the 
Dublin Chamber of Com¬ 
merce annual dinner, Mr Var¬ 
adkar gave a preview of some 
aspects of today’s plan. 

He also predicted signifi¬ 
cant investments in bus trans¬ 
port, cultural and education 
projects and health, with 
plans to move the Coombe, Ro¬ 
tunda and Limerick maternity 
hospitals to new premises. 

Roads and railways 

The projects will include the 
M20 motorway linking Cork 
and Limerick, the extension of 
electrified train lines to 
Drogheda and Maynooth and 
a €7 billion investment in ru¬ 
ral roads. 

One of the main goals of the 
strategy will be to drive 
growth in urban centres to 
deal with projected popula¬ 
tion growth of a million people 
by 2040. Almost half of all 
houses must be constructed in 
cities, towns and villages un¬ 
der the plan. 

“The target is for 40 per 


Weather 

Rain will extend from the west 
in the afternoon with highest 
temperatures of 5-9 degrees 
in strong southerly winds. 
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cent of all new housing to be 
delivered within the existing 
built-up areas of cities, towns 
and villages on infill and/or 
brownfield sites,” the plan¬ 
ning framework document 
states. So-called brownfield 
sites are those which were pre¬ 
viously used for industrial or 
commercial purposes. 

It is understood, however, 
that this target will increase to 
50 per cent in Dublin county 
and even further for the areas 
of the capital either within or 
close to the M50 motorway 
around the city centre. 

By 2040, an extra 250,000 
will live in this area. A further 
250,00 are envisaged to live in 
second-tier cities such as 
Cork, Galway, Limerick and 
Waterford, with the remain¬ 
der outside all cities. 

Funding 

Of the total €116 billion in the 
plan, €91 billion will come di¬ 
rectly from the exchequer, 
with the remainder funded by 
the commercial semi-State 
sector. 

The higher-education sec¬ 
tor is expected to get €2.2 bil¬ 
lion, with the planned techni¬ 
cal university for the south¬ 
east expected to benefit. 

About a fifth of the entire 
plan - €22 billion - will go to¬ 
wards climate change and re¬ 
lated measures. 

There will also be a €1 bil¬ 
lion rural regeneration fund, a 
€2 billion urban regeneration 
fund and a further €1 billion 
fund for culture. 

The development of a num¬ 
ber of new hospitals, the intro¬ 
duction of 2,600 additional 
beds and the establishment of 
new community nursing units 
to provide an extra 4,500 beds 
will also be announced. 

Mr Varadkar says the new 
strategy will increase the den¬ 
sity of housing in Dublin to 
avoid urban sprawl. He con¬ 
demned criticisms of the plan 
as favouring urban over rural 
or east coast over west. 
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Hospital beds to be 
delivered early 
‘All Sligo got out of its 
gateway status was a 
sign at the entrance’ 


Home 

News 

Crime: Gardai are 
treating as suspicious 
the discovery of a wom¬ 
an’s body in awardrobe 
at a property on the 
Ranelagh Road in south 
Dublin yesterday: page 6 

Waste: Drones, CCTV 
and extra funding for 
clean-ups are included 
in an effort to tackle 
illegal dumping: page 7 
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